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3916 Normal Street

San Diego, CA 92103
CITY OF SAN DIEGO - FIESTA ISLAND GDP – MBPC MEETING - MINUTES 

Meeting Date:  February 6, 2007
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Marc Mizuta
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marc.mizuta@kimley-horn.com
no
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Ted Jardine
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Judy Swink
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NEXT MEETING:
March 6, 2007 (location to be determined), 6:00 p.m. 

ITEM

MINUTES






DISCUSSION 
1.
City of S.D. / KTU+A in process of coordinating next public workshop (late February/early March).  

2.
Mike Singleton presented Alternative 4C and discussed modifications from Alternate 4b:

a.  Expanded dog area / jointly used regional parkland

b.  Bypass looped road @ off leash dog area

c.  Water access controls @ Hidden Anchorage

d.  Widened buffer @ Stony Point

e. North end loop system adjusted for allowing a complete multi-use trail loop when closed to vehicles.

3.
Mike Singleton shared results of meeting with Coastal Commission.  CC initially agreed that the plan is mostly consistent with the Master Plan.  CC requested that the team provide them with conformance comparisons to the goals and recommendations of the Master Plan.

4.
Bob Ottilie suggested that all Council offices be briefed.  Paul Jacob will need to go through the  Mayer’s office in order to go to through Council offices.

5.
All presentation materials will be posted on the website by tomorrow afternoon.

6.
Comments from Community Members:
Speaker 1:  Pauline (representing FIDO) – Opposes development of Fiesta Island.  Wants preservation of the island as a whole.  Questions funding of development.  Concerned about maintenance costs.  Will continue to set up meetings with Council offices for support of their cause.

Speaker 2:  Florence – Feels some improvements are good, some are not.  If developed, wants the entire island to remain accessible for dog user purposes.  Wants leash free access maintained throughout the island.  Wants compatible uses without separation.  Feels the loss of any acreage on Fiesta Island is significant to total recreational uses.  Willing to share but manage so all users can use it without losing any access.

Speaker 3:  Billy Paul – Feels that improvements kick the dogs out. Yellow area is too little.  Doesn’t want the roadway in the southwestern portion of the island.  Suggested that people park outside the leash free area.  Agrees with habitat protection and that dogs should not be allowed in those areas. Don’t waste dollars improving the existing fenced area.

Speaker 4:  Don – agrees with improvements that are necessary (i.e. erosion problems).  Feels the other improvements are a big hit in the dog areas.  The County is growing - population growth, increase in dog density, decrease in dog areas.  Feels that this plan is so much different than the original plan.  Wants the road in the off leash parkland area to be removed.  

Speaker 5:  Alise – representative for her family.  Feels Fiesta Island is a rare gem.  Can hike in nature (no concrete).  Wants to maintain the existing road and dog access.  Stated that all dog owners know about Fiesta Island and love it.

Speaker 6:  Brain LaRoche – lost 70 pounds just walking around Fiesta Island.  Checked parking lots and found that 17% more people use fenced in dog area than any other area of Mission Bay Park (with the exception of Enchanted Cove).  Leave Fiesta Island alone and let it be!

8.
Questions/comments to new items (Committee Members):
Judy Swink – General acknowledgment that there are a lot more leash free areas on revised plan.  

a.  What do you mean by non-profit areas?


Mike:  South end of island has allocated space for small craft, outriggers for boat launchings – users will need access to this area.  Suggested to find different word than “non-profit” which Mike said was used in the Master Plan.  This is to include community groups and organizations.

b.
Storage buildings located in vicinity of parking lots for non motorized craft - Is storage available to anyone?  If it is, then it is a non-exclusive use.  Judy feels they need to be available on a first come, first served basis.  Mike indicated these are not for craft storage but for minor equipment open to all individuals.  

c.
Boats are stored on the island - supporting on beach non-profit organizations.  Judy requests to revisit boat bars and moorings.

d.
Are there wash down areas?  Do they have an entrapment?  Is fresh water provided?


Mike:  similar to the Aquatic Center.  Quick coupler available in public area to wash sand and silt off.  Mike indicated it could be reclaimed.

e.
Hidden Anchorage issue – There is a difference of opinion what should be happening out there.  Mike indicated that Paul is researching the past and present conditions and if there have been any problems or conflicts to date.

Rick Bussell – Incredible job mitigating issues. Never 100%.  Fine tune @ next public workshop.

a. Is most of the shoreline available for walking around the perimeter?

b. Look into island as leash free.

Ted Jardine – “Good job”. 

a. The island located within Enchanted Cove remains a little island.  Can this be added as leash free area?  Mike indicated that we will include in the GDP discussion. He added that a dog jump dock area is proposed to be located on the shore of Fiesta Island across from the little island.  

Chris Rink – 
a. Is the primitive camp ground open 24/7?  Presently there is no vehicular traffic allowed on the island after certain hours.  How will this be handled?  Mike stated that it could operate similar to the existing youth camp.

b. Is the turf on the south west side of island (in the leash-free dog parkland area) open to overflow parking for special events?  Mike confirmed that it is proposed to be and that it will not harm the grass.  Paul stated the the RV’s will still park along the road.  Turf areas are for day parking only.

c. Chris feels it makes sense not to have a road within the off leash dog area.  He stated that 99% of the people are in the fenced area, protected from vehicles.  He wants the turf to come out and to keep the dogs away from Hidden Anchorage.

Mike is trying to balance the Master Plan and the South Beach area.  There are very few areas to launch outriggers and small craft. The beach on the south side of Fiesta Island is a safe beach area that would be a good place to do this but access is needed to this portion of the island.

Mindy Pellisser – 

a. No arguments about fenced habitat areas but concern about decreasing 30% largest majority of year round users.  Impacts a huge number of people. 

b. She hasn’t spoken with anyone that is in favor of turfing Fiesta Island.

c. If water access is limited, then the edge around the water ski area will increase conflict with animals and boats.

Bob Ottilie – 

a. Upon his visit to the tot lot located south of the Hilton Hotel, Bob noticed that there was no parking available.  The place was packed as opposed to Fiesta Island where it was not.

b. Some time ago, Bob’s daughter was playing on a beach in South Mission Beach and she got bit in the head by a dog that was off leash.  Bob wants to speak for the children.  There are more children today then there was at the time the Master Plan was approved.  He feels that the General Development Plan process has turned into a “dog” process.  We’ve spent 80% of our time on dogs and not on the other users of the island.  Too many concessions have been made focusing on dogs and their needs.  We need to focus on other users.  

c. Families with children use turf areas.  The Master Plan asks for turf areas.  Feels we’ve cut down the regional park areas too much.
ACTION ITEMS:

2-6.1
KTU+A 
Coordinate public workshop 
2-6.2
KTU+A

Council briefings

2-6.3
KTU+A

Commence phasing and cost analysis
Prepared by:  Cheri Blatner / Mike Singleton

All parties are requested to review these meeting minutes and report any discrepancies tO the author prior to the next meeting.

























