FIESTA ISLAND GDP     Comments by Judy Swink   October 2, 2006

The following comments are some thoughts that I had as I reviewed the materials distributed at the September MBPC meeting.   On reading the “General Notes on the Fiesta Island GDP”, collating information collected at the Mission Valley Library workshop, I was primarily struck by how consistent people’s comments and preferences are with those by participants in the update process resulting in the 1994 Mission Bay Park Master Plan.

SENSITIVE SPECIES ON FIESTA ISLAND:

    Looking at the map, I can see that one-way traffic can work with the sand arena in either it’s current place or relocated per MBPMP.  The area to the southeast near the  causeway can serve as a primary area for preservation & enhancement of native vegetation, as can ares around the tent camping area, north of the sand arena, and adjacent to the north end preserve.

   Would this preserve most of the existing sensitive species?  Can the tiny populations of red sand verbena and wooly seablite around the sludge bed site be moved to the area where the sand arena is shown to be moved?  Leaving the sand arena in its present location is not a problem for me, more a savings; either way is fine with me.

FIESTA ISLAND UTILITIES:

   I sent an email with these comments to Paul Jacob and Mike Singleton a couple of weeks ago but am including them to assist everyone in understanding the history of electrical utilities on the west side of the island:

I searched my home files regarding installation of the electrical lines from Vacation Isle to the sludge beds. Per the draft MND [94-0097, 4-20-1994] and a Metro Wastewater Memorandum [CWP-117558, 3-23-1994], the lines were installed in 1994 for thermal sludge dewatering facilities and high-intensity lights that were installed to enable 24-hour operation. When the sludge beds were decommissioned, the power was turned off but lines remain [may or may not be usable, though].  The Memorandum, in the Background section, states that MWWD initiated this with SDG&E "regarding the possibility of extending a temporary [12 kV] electrical service line to serve the belt filter presses".

I very much like the suggestion of solar electrical generation on parts of the island where there are not already electrical lines; this would work also for the primitive camping area and along parts of the roadway where one might want them to illuminate the road & shoulders.

Why would there be potable water brought to Fiesta Island beyond what they have at the Youth Camp?  It would be particularly wasteful to bring it over to flush toilets and portapotty type restroom facilities would be more desirable, to my mind.  Primitive campers can bring their own water and we don’t need to set up showers etc for them. Those who choose to tent camp like this are probably also Baja primitive campers and do not expect potable water, much less for showers & toilets.

OFF-LEASH DOG FACILITIES:

Although not envisioned in 1994, this has become an important amenity for dogs and their owners, the latter being taxpayers just like anyone who doesn’t have a dog or want to use a leash-free area.  I don’t have strong feelings about where such areas should be situated, but I believe that there should be at least two if not three areas, providing a variety of off-leash experience on the island yet respecting areas like the future Party/Event venue near Stony Point and the primitive camping area.  

At least one or two areas must include water access for the dogs & owners and, if fenced, need to be substantially larger than 2-3 acres of the dog parks in smaller neighborhood parks around San Diego.  Some public comments express concern about the water quality in the area of Alternative 3 close to the north side of the causeway; a part of the beach along the long western shore should allow water access at the northern end, west of the roadway.

Judy Swink

October 2, 2006

