4.  Environmental Analysis

D.  Biological Resources


4/17/06 Fiesta Island Meeting with City staff and KTU+A – #4191

Attendees: KTU+A – Mike, 

City – Patricia Grabski, Karen, Marlon, Jeff, Ishmael, Julian, 

City Parks and Rec - Samir

RECON – Donna, Lisa 

Project Overview

Mike provided a synopsis of the’94 MP public process and EIR. The MP was developed for the entire MBP but had sections dedicated to Fiesta Island.  The typical process for Parks and Rec. is to use the MP as a guiding doc (to be adopted and in the case of larger parks, to include an initial environmental review, provide a GDP (with a tiered environmental process or an addendum for conformance with a master plan and plan EIR),get approval from various boards and the mayor,  and then go to construction docs and build.  The assumption is that the Fiesta Island GDP is the next tier in this process.  The team is proposing that an initial environmental review (not a full EIR but an addendum) will be done and will include updated veg, rare plants and wetland delineations. It will also include new traffic counts and projecttions and may need to include a stormwater runoff report or water quality study as required by more recent stormwater regs.  The strategy for the planning of Fiesta Island is to remain consistent with MP.  However, the GDP needs to clarify parts of the MP and EIR (ex: interpretive center location, off-leash dog park, bridge configuration). It is likely that the unmitigable traffic impacts associated with the Master Plan that resulted in overriding considerations as part of the certified EIR, will remain unmitigable factors since the only solution to traffic issues in this area is to bypass Sea World Drive with a new southbound to westbound ramp from I-5 to I-8, which has been determined to not be feasible.

Issues 
· Project would likely require an addendum to the EIR and a new public review period would be required because of age of MP.  

· FI is not parcelized. Three different parcels cover the 7 mile area of Mission Bay, but the one parcel that covers Fiesta Island also covers other areas.  This is problematic for permitting and review because it is usually assigned to an entire parcel. DSD may suggest subdivision of the parcel or other mapping to clearly identify the area.

· A Site Development Permit (discretionary) will likely be needed. It can serve as a master permit for all construction, and a plan dev permit may be needed for any deviation from MP or the approved GDP. 

· A 404 permit (ACE) and nationwide permit is likely. 

· It was noted that a FEMA flooding X category overlays the site. Needs to be verified. 

· FI is part of an Environmentally Sensitive Lands designation, which triggers the Site Development Permit.

· A Coastal permit will be required from the Coastal Commission since structures are proposed in a non-attainment area, and because eel grass is present. Project is not covered by the local coastal permitting process because the City gives up this review to CCC.  The City suggest working closely with these agencies early in the process..  Community has not raised any issues because project has not been made public yet. We are waiting for input from MBP subcommittee.

· There will be a mitigation penalty for removing Stony Pt least tern site (mitigation site).  The north end of the island least tern site has more than enough room to accommodate additional habitats to compensate for impacts at the Stony Pt location and may be possibly better suited.  City will determine if it needs additional mitigation once project is more defined.  

· Traffic Engineering will look at full buildout and may defer to Parks and Rec after initial review. 

· Engineering requires conceptual grading plan, preliminary drainage study, a bit of all public improvements (even those required by traffic), water quality technical report, dredging, stormwater plans, identified outfalls and plans to handle additional or new impervious surfaces.

· MP and EIR analyzed bridge access. The current narrow causeway is not adequate. Three alternative bridge configurations and widening to accommodate pedestrian, and vehicular traffic as well as improved water quality are being considered.

· Patricia will get comments and prepare assessment letter that will indicate a site development permit and project detail are needed.
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