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Discussion Items:

1) Recognize that people utilize areas of Mission Bay where turf and sandy beach meet while in a wind protected environment.  Wind protection, in Glenn’s opinion, is the primary driving factor for decisions on where park development and water uses should occur on Fiesta Island.  For example, wind in Enchanted Cove is approximately 2-4 mph stronger due to the position of landforms on the island.

2) When looking at alternatives for the bridge connection to the island (from a water use recreation perspective) circulation around the bay is severed.  Currently, there is no way to encircle Fiesta Island, which could prove very useful for activities such as rowing and kayaking.  South Pacific Passage and North Pacific Passage are low speed areas ideal for these activities.

3) KTU+A pointed out that studies performed for the Tecolote Marshes Restoration have indicated that water quality may not be greatly affected from a bridge alternative for the access to Fiesta Island. Glen noted that these studies may not have taken into account the significant wind that creates upper wave action which increases surface circulation which in turn could affect water quality.

4) Island uses that have a significant draw should be located in areas that will be used regardless of weather conditions.  These uses include off-lease dog areas, volleyball, etc.  The windward and central island locations would most likely make the best area for such activities.

5) One of the recommended areas for beach and turf park improvement should be Hidden Anchorage.  This area can be easily sheltered from the wind and could make a great viewing area for water skiing events. A large turf berm could act as amphitheater seating.  There could be wading there but no swimming within the cove since it is an active skiing area.

6) Access for windsurfing, kite boarding, and outrigger canoes should be located in Enchanted Cove and have a restroom node near the launch.  This restroom node can also provide permit storage for outrigger canoes (which can be stored on the beach with a locking solution) with adjacent lockable storage along the side of the restroom building or potentially a vendor could provide for the equipment needed for these activities.  The kayaks could use a small floating dock that would need to be ADA accessible.  Glen recommends visiting the Outrigger Canoe Association of Southern California’s website.

7) Grass parking should be discouraged as it would require too much staff commitment to maintain and it generally creates more of a problem than it resolves.  The parking should be inland and allow the most popular uses of the bay (turf and sand picnicking) to prevail.  The bay is very family oriented and most kids want to play in the sand while the parents want to stay on the grass. A roadway should not dissect these uses. The width of the waterfront should be a similar zone as those around Bonita Cove, Crown Point and Vacation Island.

8) The modules of parkland that Mission Bay Park currently uses are successful in size and should be considered as proto-types when approximating acreage for nodes and modules as well as width of beaches and turf areas.  Examples include Crown Point and Ski Beach.  When designing comfort stations, look at the prefab models at Dana Point and Ski Beach.

9) A jet ski launch ramp must have a greater declination than a boat ramp and must be considered during design.  The trailers are also shorter and the parking configuration would be smaller than a normal boat launching ramp.

10) Glen recommends bringing the road system into the island as much as possible to increase land availability for turf and sandy beach junctions. Some areas of the island, however, may still warrant along the road parking and beach use. This is how much of the island is currently being used and accommodations for this use should be included in future plans.

11) Enchanted isle is a left over piece of the bay, which should be designed and potentially incorporated into Fiesta Island.  Possibly even wading like that found in Leisure Lagoon.

12) Glen strongly recommends that we keep Jamie Fox Rice (Kevin Faulkner’s Mission Bay Rep) involved throughout this whole project.  He also recommends that we keep Donna Frye’s representative also included in all discussions.   They should attend all subcommittee meetings.

